














December Newsletter

Former US President Bill Clinton Visits AHC
AHC was incredibly honored in December with a visit from former US

President Bill Clinton. Mr. Clinton was in Cambodia for just two days to

visit projects supported by the Clinton Foundation HIV/AIDS Initiative.

Clinton’s visit to Cambodia was the first ever by a former President and
especially drew attention to the progress made by Cambodia in the fight
against HIV and AIDS.

Mr. Clinton wrapped up his two-day visit to Cambodia by visiting the
famous Angkor Wat temples in Siem Reap. After touring the temples in

the morning, he arrived at AHC to meet patients and staff before heading

to Vietnam.

There are more than 500 children registered in AHC’s HIV/AIDS clinic

and more than 350 of these children have been started on life-saving
antiretroviral medications. The hospital’'s Home Care-HIV/AIDS program
is providing a role model in Cambodia for providing continuity of care for
children and families diagnosed with this disease — counseling,
diagnosis, treatment, in-hospital, as well as community based care.
Support of AHC's HIV/AIDS-Home Care program is made possible
through a recent grant from USAID/RHAC.
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Government Doctors and Nurses Training
Twice each year in April and December AHC conducts short “refresher”

courses for Cambodian doctors and nurse working at rural government
hospitals and health centers. The aim of these courses is to improve
their skills and knowledge related to providing safe and effective child
health care. The nurses attend training for one month, the doctors for
two.

This month 4 doctors and 8 nurses began the course. Participants
included health workers from Angkor Chum Health Center, and Chey
Chum Neah, Chey Prey, Chamka Leu, Kampong Cham, and Mokol Borie

Referral Hospitals.

APLS Training
Returning for their second time, a wonderful team of Australian doctors

and nurses conducted a three-day Advanced Paediatric Life Support
(APLS) at AHC from December 4-6. The course is designed to teach
health workers the principles of managing seriously ill and injured
children. A total of 23 participants, 14 AHC staff and 9 government
doctors and nurses, attended this year’s training course. Key senior

Cambodian doctors and nurses who attended last year's pilot course

were invited to attend the training again, this time to learn the skills

necessary to teach and run these courses.

Another Lucky Baby
Two-month old baby girl, Houth, arrived at AHC from Preah Vihear

province, more than 200 kilometers away! Upon admission to the
hospital's Intensive Care Unit (ICU), Houth was diagnosed with septic
shock and dehydration. Septic shock is a serious condition that occurs
when an overwhelming infection leads to low blood pressure and low
blood flow. The brain, heart, kidneys, and liver may not work properly or

may fail. Houth was hospitalized for 3 days, three of those days on a

breathing machine in the ICU

The little girl was lucky for several reasons. Unlike many Cambodian
families, Houth’s parents decided to bring her to the hospital after she
had been sick for only two days. Many Cambodian families delay
seeking treatment for much longer due to financial worries or lack of

knowledge as to when to seek health care. As well, Houth was lucky to




have been cared for at AHC where the doctors and nurses, through
extensive training, knew what to do. Thanks to the hospital's generous

donors, appropriate medical equipment was available to help in her care.

Visiting Doctors from Japan
Again this month, AHC was pleased to welcome several Medical

Residents from Wajiro Hospital Group of Japan. Wajiro Hospital and its
management have been supporters of AHC since our hospital opened.
In 2006, more than 30 staff of Wajiro Hospital have spent time at AHC.
The three Residents pictured to the left take an opportunity to stop at a
roadside stand to enjoy a local treat on their way back from visiting a

patient with our Home Care team

Team Spirit
One of the favorite events of every December in Siem Reap is the

Angkor Wat International Half Marathon. This year the event drew
more than 2000 participants from 36 countries. In addition to the 26km
run, the event also offers 10km, 5km and 4km events.

Once again this year AHC was well represented at the race with more

than 50 staff and volunteers taking part in the fun.





