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As we near the beginning of the raimgnewed fighting since April in Burmdleeing to the Sangkhlaburi area with nothing
season we wanted to update you on qarticularly in The Mon State, is placifmt what they can carry. Most new arrivals
activities. new pressures on Children of the Foresads women, young children and the elderly.
programs. The New Mon State Partyle border refugee camps have a serious
Objectives for 2010 include improvememntsfusal to comply with the Burmes®od and water shortage, with no bathroom
to the core infrastructure, particularly wa@®overnmentOs order to transform its armad medical facilities. Together with other
security and bath and toilet facilities, aldiogce to a border patrol under the commargtoups in the area Children of the Forest
with increased staff training in effectivd the Burmese Military ( State Peace amill help where we can.
child protection. We are also developingDavelopment Council - SPDC ) has
new program to assist teenagers in darggmalated tensions. The increased SPDanks to the Kelly Family, Cyndee and
by providing them with temporary sheltggresence in the Mon controlled state has Tete Aurora Foundation, Lis Cassey and
advice and training, so as to better prepatlagers, mainly women and children, to flgsgends and Jesse and the Kho Lanta
them for the risks common to the bordento and around refugee camps along tb@mmunity we now have a small emergency
zone. border. It is increasingly likely the SPDC widlserve which will enable us, particularly
attack Mon army bases which are locatedhrough our motherOs protection program, to
Although we have made good progresgular villages where thousands of civili@ssist some of the worst affected mothers
towards achieving these objectives, the. In this climate of fear civilians and children.
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A generous donation by a UK benefactor and his wife will enablege@dol. Thanks to Brian & Kate Peace, Marc & Natalie for helg
to start two much needed programs from May 2010. A dedi¢atetbn school to build its first library and toilet block. This year
Infant Protection Center will provide assistance for the ever-increlagpegto start a volunteer program to take drama, art, English, phy
number of young babies in our care. An Older ChildrenOs Vocatibreztion and more to COFOs remote jungle schools.
Support and Life Skills Program will assist and train the teenagers aged
15 - 18 to deal with the challenges they face when leavin@wumnedical program continues to provide first line medical assist
protection center. In addition we shall be able to replace our moutte 1000 children in COF programs. Thanks to support from EI
used and sadly now unreliable old runaround truck with a more ref@minhelation, every month around 450 children are treated in Cf
second-hand model, allowing us to continue to access COF outresith clinic and referred to hospitals when necessary. The |
schools and medical clinics. Grateful thanks to this UK donor anfighisng in Burma has led to a larger number than usual of displ;
wife, who wish to remain anonymous. people crossing into Thailand. Many need medical attention
cannot access the Thai medical system without a Thai ID car
Children of the ForestOs government registered school for ainasky to pay for services. Children of the Forest has been able tc
stateless children began the 2010 academic year with 347 studensnrg® of the most urgent cases. For example, thanks to quick &
teachers and eight support staff. The school provides these stbglemts medical team we were able to provide treatment to a gravi
with much more than education. We endeavor to provide each stom¢hér of two young children and get her to hospital for furtt
with a Thai ID card, which dramatically improves the childOs safetgaimient of cerebral malaria. Today she is well.
also allows them to enroll in higher education in the Thai government
system. The COF school provides an education until grade 3 anisthisll as a mushroom house, organic vegetable garden, and so
year, thanks to the ID cards and our sponsorsO generosity, 34 shilkest®p, COF MotherOs Protection Program now has a fish p
graduated from our program and entered grade 4 at the goverkivieendise cat fish not only for our childrenOs kitchen (an impo
school. COF school outreach staff will continue to monitor tremece of protein) but also to sell at the market, helping the prog
children, to ensure they are given the support and help they needdwayds self sufficiency and providing new mothers with import
as far as they can with their education. training. Thanks to Matthew, Mary and the Kelly Family, Cyndee
the Aurora Foundation and Robin Gascon for helping us maintain
Thanks to additional funding from the Kelly Family, our teachestherOs program, which is especially important these days as s
received valuable Waldorf training courses over the holiday breaew 8ases arrive.
seven day training focused on using drama in the classroom and the
production of sustainable teaching materials. Teachers also undéheemtildings of COF child protection centre have new roofs tha
a three day wood working training, which will enable them to introdutiee generous support of many. With most buildings complete
this useful skill into the school curriculum in the coming weeks. are ready for the monsoon season. Our sponsorOs generosi
allowed us to attach rain water catchment systems and 3000
At the end of April a large group of children from our school setstiffage tank to each building, vastly improving our water security
to Kho Lanta for the annual OCOF Holiday by the Sea.0 Eveminiedring the need for expensive water pumps.
Jesse and friends from Kho Lanta raise funds to allow a group of
children from COF to spend ten days by the sea, swimrhlegrt felt thanks go out to all individual and group sponsors
snorkeling, learning and playing. Thanks to Jesse and the Khochddtan particularly Aiutare i Bambini, Italy and Richard Haugland
community for organizing and supporting this joyful event helping provide COF children with an education and a path to
providing our children with what is for many, their first ever holilape and opportunity. Grateful thanks also to The Funding Netw
What wonderful, lasting memories you have given the children. of Leeds for supporting COF in building a much needed cen
bathroom, kitchen and dining hall for our child protection centre. T
Children of the Forest continues to support seven schools imprbject will start from the end of May 2010.
jungle, providing the only chance for around 500 children to attend
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other news May 2010

This is
Chompoo.
Thanks to
a UK
sponsor
we will be
able to
build a new
home for
COFOs
youngest
children.
Today we
have five
infants
under 18
months.

COF will increase
the vocational
training options
available to children
in our home school.
This program
provides training for
children already too
old to enter regular
school and gives
them important
skills which will
enable them to
successfully leave
COF care
sometime in the
future.

This year
the COF
medical
program
has a new
assistant
medic.

Thanks to
EMA
Foundation
for making
it possible
to help so
many.

Thanks to
the Aurora
Foundation
for helping
us to buy
these logs.
With our
onsite saw
milll we will
mill the
wood for
what will
become
the COF
Infant
Protection
Centre.

A special
thank you
to our
volunteers
for
generously
donating
your time
and for all
the special
memories
you have
given to
Children of
the Forest.

With the 2010 rainy season almost on us we are pleased that this year the 1.3 km access road is finally safe and that our school tru
drive in and out every day. Thank you to all those who helped us build a safe road especially; to the Peter Dartley Trust, the Kelly |
Prescott and the Network for Social Change, the Dutch Society Thailand, Aurora Foundation, Harrow International School Bangkok
individuals who have helped with the road and so much else. Thanks to Robin Gascon and Piyo for the great photos. Thanks also tc
and all those who are helping to raise much needed awareness and support for Children of the Forest and its vital work. We need
than ever. Deep thanks from everyone at Children of the Forest and we look forward to updating you again soon.
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